
                         

 

 
 

A4ID & EALS Virtual Roundtable: Role of Lawyers in Supporting the Growing 
Demand for Pro Bono and Deepening Legal Empowerment in East Africa 

 
Date: 24 November 2021: Time: 14:00- 16:00 (EAT) 

 
 

Moderators 
 

Aimee Ongeso – NAMATI  
Aimee Ongeso currently leads Africa regional advocacy and learning initiatives to 
advance Namati’s mission. For the last 12 years, Aimee has worked to support communities in 
ensuring their active participation in the design, execution and implementation of pro-poor 
policies and legislation. Prior to joining Namati, Aimee managed a variety of legal empowerment 
projects for the Public International Law & Policy Group and the Kituo Cha Sheria Legal Advice 
Center based in Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
 

 
Patrick Karanja – A4ID 
Patrick Karanja is an Advocate of the High Court of Kenya and an international development 
consultant. He is the Consultant Project Lead – Africa at Advocates for International 
Development (A4ID). He coordinates A4ID and EALS partnership towards promoting culture of 
pro bono amongst the legal community in East Africa and responsible business capacity building 
for commercial lawyers, inhouse counsel and business leaders in East Africa. He holds a 
Bachelor of Laws Degree and a Master of Science in Management and Organizational 
Development. 
 

 
Keynote Speaker  
 

Bernard Oundo – East Africa Law Society  
Bernard Oundo is the President of the East Africa Law Society. He is a partner at Citadel 
Advocates (formerly Oundo - Co. Advocates), a Uganda-based legal consulting firm that 
specializes in public-private partnership (PPP) legal consulting services in project finance. As a 
project finance specialist, Bernard has advised on notable infrastructure projects such as the 
North Corridor Standard Spread Railway Line, the Crude Oil Pipeline, Transmission Lines, the 
Oil Refinery and the Kampala-Jinja Highway. Prior to starting his private legal practice, he had 
an illustrious 10-year career in the public sector, first as legal counsel to the Privatization Unit of 
the Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development (Uganda) and then as a legal 

expert with the Uganda PPP Unit, a unit of which he pioneered. He has also been a consultant to the World Bank - Infrastructure 
Division, Public-Private Partnerships and Guarantees. Bernard is a strong advocate of mentoring and developing young talent 



                         

 

through specialization and skills-based learning and development. He is also passionate about modernizing the legal profession 
in Africa in line with global social, economic and political trends. 
 
 
Panellists  
  

Dr. Annette Mbogoh- Kituo cha Sheria  
Dr. Mbogoh is the Executive Director at Kituo cha Sheria where she provides legal intervention 
on behalf of our clients and leads the team. Dr. Mbogoh is an Advocate of the High Court of 
Kenya (Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.) University of Nairobi) and Gender and Women’s Human Rights 
Specialist (Masters in Women’s Law Degree (MWL), Southern and Eastern African Regional 
Centre for Women’s Law-University of Zimbabwe).  Dr. Mbogoh joined Kituo cha Sheria in 
October 2009 as a legal officer and she has previously served as the Coordinator at Kituo’s 
Regional office in Mombasa. She is a Doctor of Philosophy (DPhil) in Law. 
 

 
 

Sam Cottman- Travers Smith  
Sam was appointed Director of Pro Bono in March 2020. Prior to that he spent 12 years in the 
firm's Dispute Resolution team during which time he was promoted to Senior Counsel, ranked 
by Legal 500 as a 'Rising Star' and co-led the team which won Commercial Litigation Team of 
the Year at all three major legal awards. Throughout his career Sam has played a significant role 
in the firm's pro bono practice, with a particular focus on acting for victims of domestic violence 
and international development work. He has taken a lead role in shaping the firm's pro bono 
work, including creating the Domestic Violence Advocacy Unit (DVAU) and a team to act for 
victims of human trafficking. He also runs the firm's partnerships with a number of pro bono 

brokerages and with human rights organisation JUSTICE (looking into the over representation of BAME youth in the criminal 
youth justice system). Since moving into the role as Director of Pro Bono, Sam has re-configured the firm's pro bono strategy to 
focus on four key areas: (i) Climate, Environment and Sustainability; (ii) Diversity, Inclusion and Social Mobility; (iii) Vulnerable 
Groups (Domestic Violence, Human Trafficking, Refugees); and Rule of Law. In 2020 Sam won both the Wig & Pen Prize for 
outstanding contribution to pro bono and the LawWorks award for Best Contribution by an Individual to pro bono. In 2021, he 
was short-listed by the Law Society for Solicitor of the Year and by the IBA for their global pro bono award. His practice also 
won best CSR Programme at the Legal Business Awards for its domestic abuse pro bono work. 
 
 

Aisha Abdallah- Anjarwalla & Khanna  
Aisha heads the Dispute Resolution department at Anjarwalla & Khanna, covering our offices in 
Nairobi and Mombasa. Her practice focuses on commercial litigation, with a particular emphasis 
on fraud, economic crime and disputes over land, the environment and natural resources. Aisha 
is dual qualified as an Advocate of the High Court of Kenya and Solicitor of England and Wales. 
She joined A&K from Shoosmiths in the United Kingdom in 2012 and has substantial experience 
in complex, high value cross border litigation. Aisha was appointed to the MARC Court in 2017, 
the ADR arm of the Mauritius Chamber of Commerce and Industry, alongside some of the world’s 
most eminent arbitration experts. She is the lead author of the Kenyan chapter of the 6th, 7th, 

8th, 9th and 10th editions of the International Arbitration Review. She is also a member of the Africa Users Group for the 
Singapore International Arbitration Centre, member of International Association for Defence Counsel, African Arbitration 
Association and Delos Dispute Resolution Board of Advisors. Aisha is part of an expert team that has drafted Anti-Money 



                         

 

Laundering, Remittances and Mobile Money Bills for Somaliland and is the lead author of the Kenya chapter of the 2018 
Chambers Anti-Corruption Global Practice Guide. She is also the lead author of the ALN Anti-Corruption Guide 2019. Aisha 
provides training and writes and speaks on a wide range of contentious issues, including international arbitration, corruption, 
economic crime and pro bono work. Aisha is rated and recognised by both Chambers Global and Legal 500 for her work. 
 

Andrews Kananga- Legal Aid Forum Rwanda  
Andrews is the Executive Director of the Legal Aid Forum – Rwanda, a position he has held since 
2008. From 2004 – 2008, Andrews was a Senior Legal adviser to National Semi-traditional Courts 
(Gacaca) that were charged with trials of people suspected of having committed Genocide in 
Rwanda. In 2012, Andrews was among the three Legal experts nominated by the Ministry of 
Justice in Rwanda to oversee the development of a legal aid policy in Rwanda. Andrews holds a 
Post Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice from the Institute of Legal Practice and Development 
of Rwanda, an LL.B from the National University of Rwanda and an LLM in criminal justice and 
international law of human rights from University Rwanda. Andrews has contributed enormously 

to legal reforms in Rwanda which ushered in the legal aid policy, legal aid bill, reform of the penal code and criminal procedure 
code and many more pieces of legislations that favour access to justice for the poor and vulnerable in Rwanda. 
 
 

Linette du Toit Lubuulwa- Uganda Associate of Women Lawyers   
Linette is a Programme Officer at the Uganda Association of Women Lawyers (FIDA Uganda). 
FIDA Uganda works to advance gender equality and the empowerment of women through the 
promotion of women’s rights and by increasing access to justice through the provision of legal 
services. Linette is a graduate of the University of Pretoria's Centre for Human Rights LLM in 
Human Rights and Democratisation in Africa, class of 2013. Prior to joining civil society Linette 
was a legal researcher at the Constitutional Court of South Africa and the Supreme Court of 
Kenya. Her research interests include gender justice, minority rights, children's rights, socio-
economic rights and constitutional law. 

 
Luke McMichael- Advocates for International Development  
Luke is the Pro Bono Legal Services Officer at A4ID and supports the daily functioning of the pro 
bono broker service. He is a South African qualified lawyer and has over five years of experience 
in the legal profession. Before joining A4ID, Luke worked in private practice as an environmental 
lawyer with an international corporate law firm in Johannesburg where he worked primarily on 
large-scale infrastructure projects in the renewable energy and mining industries. As a lawyer, 
he also has experience in commercial contracts, corporate law, and land use planning law. Luke 
has also worked at a mining research and consulting company based in London, where he 
developed expertise in mining and environmental law in a variety of jurisdictions around the 

world. He holds a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Environmental Science and Law, a Bachelor of Laws and a Master of Laws 
specializing in environmental law. 
 
 
 
 
 



                         

 

 
 
Closing Remarks 

Thomas Istasse- Advocates for International Development  
Thomas is the Learning and Development Manager at A4ID and supports the designing and 
delivering of A4ID’s training activities, knowledge groups and learning resources as well as the 
monitoring, evaluation and learning activities for ROLE UK. He is an International Law graduate 
with a range of experience in international development. Prior to joining A4ID, Thomas worked 
as a Program Manager supporting community-based health insurance schemes in Africa 
(especially DR Congo and Burundi). He previously worked as a Research Assistant in European 
and International Law at the Catholic University of Louvain (Belgium) and Legal Expert for the 
Belgian Development Agency in Dakar (Senegal) where he supported the implementation of a 

program aiming at improving governance in the health sector. Thomas holds a Master’s degree of Law from the University of 
Louvain and a LL.M. in International Law from New York University. He is native in French, fluent in English and has a good 
knowledge of Dutch and Spanish. 
 


