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MEETING OF A4ID’S ROLE UK PROGRAMME STRATEGIC FORUM 
 

26 AUGUST 2021 
 
Advocates for International Development’s (A4ID) Rule of Law Expertise (ROLE UK) Programme (hereafter, the 
Programme) prioritises the strategic input of its stakeholders, the UK legal pro bono community and wider rule of law sector. 
The Programme’s bi-annual Strategic Forum seeks to facilitate dialogue with the Programme’s stakeholders and ensure the 
Programme is accountable to the sectors whose work it supports.  
 
In the fifth meeting of the Strategic Forum, held on 26 August 2021, 20 organisations convened via Zoom to discuss the 
strategic development of the ROLE UK Programme in the third year of its current iteration. The forum offered an opportunity 
for stakeholders to discuss what the UK’s rule of law sector should prioritise for the future, considering the FCDO’s strategic 
objectives following the UK government’s Integrated Review. 
 
ROLE UK PROGRAMME: BI-ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS & MOVING FORWARD 

The Programme has continued to face the challenges of restrictions on international travel due to the pandemic, as well as 
reductions in the UK’s ODA budget. Despite this, the ROLE UK Programme has supported 25 active partnerships across 
15 countries over the last six months. The Programme is continuing to facilitate partnership work, provide logistical and 
strategic support, and offer funding support to remote and hybrid activity. 
 
Development Unit 
Over the past six months, the Development Unit has continued to support remote activity within partnerships. The 
Programme has also supported some activities which allowed for in-country participants to safely gather physically as 
international peers joined remotely. The Development Unit shared a variety of achievements resulting from partnerships 
facilitated by the Programme. The work of the UK Sierra Leone Pro Bono Network contributed to the success of the 
Parliament in Sierra Leone voting unanimously for the abolition of capital punishment for all crimes, joining 21 other African 
countries which have now abolished the death penalty. Moreover, the successful implementation of the first judicial 
sentencing guidelines in The Gambia was also highlighted. This was the outcome of a partnership between the Judiciary of 
England and Wales, the Commonwealth Judges and Magistrates’ Association, and the Judiciary of The Gambia. As of 2021, 
judicial guidelines are being implemented in The Gambia in relation to theft. 
 
The Development Unit also highlighted on-going discussions between the Bar Council and organisations about potential 
support towards prosecutorial training for the Ministry of Justice in Imo State (Nigeria). 
 
Knowledge Hub 
The Knowledge Hub is the area of the Programme that was least impacted by the pandemic, as it swiftly moved all training 
workshops online. Since the last Strategic Forum, the Knowledge Hub has delivered six workshops including a new session 
on Equality Mainstreaming. Feedback from survey respondents showed that participants who were unfamiliar with the 
subject matter gained confidence in this topic because of the training. 
 
The Programme team has recently launched new papers including: ‘Defining the Rule of Law’ which examines how 
institutions can strengthen the rule of law, a paper on ‘Equality Mainstreaming in Rule of Law Strengthening’, and a chapter 
of A4ID’s Legal Guide to the SDGs on ‘SDG 16: Peace Justice and Strong Institutions’. 
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https://www.roleuk.org.uk/resources/equality-mainstreaming-rule-law-strengthening-guide
https://www.a4id.org/sdgs/sdg-16-peace-justice-and-strong-institutions/
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There has been a significant increase in the number of downloads of Knowledge Hub’s resources, with an average of 235 
hits per month. The previous stakeholder survey showed that learning resources communicated new information for 
recipients which they found valuable. 
 
Upcoming events and sessions being conducted by the Knowledge Hub include: 

• 25/11: M&E Methods for Trainings 
• 23/10: Law and Development Training Programme (capacity building workshop) 

 
The Programme also has four upcoming papers to be published: 

• M&E Methods for Trainings Toolbox 
• Role of Pro Bono in Achieving SDG 16 
• A blog update on ‘the rule of law in times of health crisis’ 
• Capacity Building Beyond Trainings 

 
Coordination Facility 
The Programme’s Coordination Facility has continued to provide opportunities for rule of law communities of practice to 
engage in forums and knowledge-sharing events. In the last six months, the team hosted the Programme’s first ever virtual 
conference on ‘Pro Bono for the Rule of Law’. Across the two days, the conference delivered six panel events, two 
workshops and three fringe events which engaged over 160 participants from 125 unique organisations. Expert speakers 
discussed pertinent issues ranging from climate justice to the right to health. Feedback was very positive, 94% of participants 
expressed an interest in returning for next year’s conference.  
 
On 4 November 2021, the Coordination Facility will host a virtual event: ‘A Celebration of International Pro Bono’.  
 
Communications 
By going 100% virtual, the Programme has significantly widened its reach. There were 1,527 downloads of programme 
resources between January and June 2021. A4ID has gained 176 new A4ID contacts from conference registration, 
representing approximately a 9% growth of A4ID’s subscriber network. A4ID plans to share more content online via video 
sharing platforms such as YouTube in the future. 
 
Rule of Law and UK Aid 
In March 2021, the UK Government released ‘Global Britain in a Competitive Age: The Integrated Review of Security, 
Defense, Development and Foreign Policy’. The Integrated Review sets out strategic international priorities across multiple 
sectors, including aid spending, until 2030. 
 
The Integrated Review focuses mainly on four areas: 
1. Sustaining strategic advantage through Science and Technology 
2. Strengthening Security and Defence at home and overseas 
3. Building resilience at home and overseas 

- ‘National Resilience’ 
- Climate change and biodiversity loss 
- Health Resilience 

4. Shaping the open international order of the future 
- Open societies and Human Rights 
- Economic growth 
- ‘Future Frontiers’ (Internet and Space). 
-  
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The Integrated Review responds to several changes in the UK’s position: 
• Merger between the Department for International Development (DFID) and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

(FCO).  
• Brexit. 
• Also reflects changes in the international order: 

- Emerging global powers and regions (Indo-Pacific). 
- Contested international system and rules. 
- Rapid technological changes. 
- Transnational challenges, including climate change, health, and illicit financing flows. 

 
ODA priorities 2021–2022 
• Climate and biodiversity. 
• Global health security. 
• Open societies and conflict resolution. 
• Girls’ education. 
• Humanitarian preparedness and response. 
• Science and Technology. 
• Trade and economic development. 
 
The ODA spending budget has been reduced from 0.7% to 0.5% of GDP and there is no clear indication as to when this 
commitment will return to 0.7%. Yet there is more interest in how UK rule of law expertise can be used to tackle wide ranging 
challenges including climate change, biodiversity loss, and economic growth. 
 
REFLECTIONS ON WHAT THE UK RULE OF LAW COMMUNITY SHOULD PRIORITISE IN THE FUTURE, CONSIDERING THE 
FOREIGN, COMMONWEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT OFFICE (FCDO) STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 

1. Stakeholders expressed an interest in collaborating with the FCDO directly, and to establish a better understanding of 
what the FCDO would want the UK’s rule of law community to strategically prioritise for the future.  

2. Strengthening the rule of law in the Indo-Pacific was raised as an important area. It was noted that China is advocating 
its own conceptualisation of the rule of law which contrasts with that of UK civil society.  

3. International legal pro bono providers in the UK should press for a more diplomatic approach and avoid excessive 
agenda setting which could be associated with colonial undertones. 

4. Stakeholders expressed a need for A4ID’s ROLE UK Programme to focus its limited resources and efforts to what it 
can realistically achieve. Considering the Programme’s small funding pot, A4ID should seek to make clear whether it 
wishes to adopt the role of being an advocate, educator, seed funder or other alternative models.  

5. Stakeholders underlined the importance of collaborating during challenging global political and economic 
circumstances. The significance of working together should not be underestimated to maximise the impact of the work 
conducted by the Programme. 

6. It was noted there was no specific link identified between SDG 16 and what has been presented by the FCDO’s 
Integrated Review. 

 
The next Strategic Forum will be convened in January 2022. Further information about the meeting will be disclosed ahead 
of time. If you would like to share your work and connect with us, please feel free to get in touch with A4ID’s Communications 
Lead at Chetasi.Kane@a4id.org. To keep informed of programme news, subscribe to our newsletter, attend our workshops 
and events and engage with us on social media @A4ID. We look forward to your continued support of the ROLE UK 
Programme. 
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