Responsible Business Webinar for In-House Counsel and Commercial
Lawyers in Rwanda
Moderators
Yasmin Batliwala – Advocates for International Development
Yasmin is the CEO of Advocates for International Development (A4ID), which
sources lawyers to provide free legal advice and assistance to support organisations
working in the international development sector and whose principle aim is the
eradication of poverty by focusing on the 2030 Agenda. She has held a number of
significant leadership positions over the years within the Public and Third Sectors.
Her portfolios have included HIV/Aids, Drug and Alcohol dependency, and Criminal
Justice. She has undertaken work for the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime
in this regard. Yasmin was a recipient of the City of London Woman of Achievement Awards in respect to her work
in the Public Sector.
Hanningtone Amol – East Africa Law Society
Hanningtone is the Chief Executive Officer of the East Africa Law Society (EALS),
overseeing the welfare and capacity building of over 20,000 members, while
promoting the East African Community’s regional integration. Hanningtone is
regarded as one of the region’s best litigation lawyers, respected for his powerful
courtroom presence. He has a great wealth of experience that cuts across Energy
Law, Project Finance, Construction Law, Public Procurement Regulation, Contracts
and Corporate Management, Arbitration and Litigation. Hanningtone was previously
an associate in the region’s two leading law firms: Anjarwalla & Khanna (Africa Legal Network), and Dentons
Hamilton Harrison & Mathews. He has also served as a senior in-house counsel at Kenya’s leading companies,
including KenGen and Stima SACCO. He is an Advocate of the High Court of Kenya.

Opening Remarks
Julien Gustave Kavaruganda – President, Rwanda Bar Association
Julien is the Founder & Senior Partner of K-Solutions & Partners.
He is the President of the Rwanda Bar Association and Board member of the East
African Law Society, Bank of Kigali, the Kigali International Arbitration Center, and
New Bugarama Mining Company Ltd. Julien has over sixteen years of experience
in real estate. His practice areas cover corporate law, mergers and acquisitions,
joint ventures, privatisation, banking and finance, investment funds, capital
markets, arbitration, real estate and construction, energy and natural resources,
and infrastructure law. Julien is also actively involved in a number of environmental and ecological issues in the
local community.
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Panellists
Roger Leese – Clifford Chance
Roger Leese has a wide range of expertise in commercial, corporate, private equity,
fraud, banking and financial services disputes. Roger co-heads the firm’s Global
Business and Human Rights practice which advises clients across a range of
jurisdictions and sectors in connection with the UN Guiding Principles on Business
and Human Rights ("UNGPs") and related international standards and local
legislation. Roger also chairs the firm’s Responsible Business Committee and is
responsible for the firm’s pro bono and Community Affairs programmes. Roger is a
co-founder and Chair of the UK legal charity Advocates for International
Development (A4ID) and a Trustee of RCJ Advice & Citizens Advice Islington .

Anna Kirkpatrick – Clifford Chance
Anna Kirkpatrick specialises in international arbitration, international law, and
business and human rights. Anna has broad experience conducting international
arbitrations and litigation in relation to disputes in the energy, mining and
construction sectors and advises on the structuring of investments and sovereign
immunity issues. She advises on business and human rights issues including in
relation to risk management and dispute resolution. Chambers and Partners
describe Anna as "a rising figure in this practice area (business and Human Rights).
She is valued by clients, who underline her communication skills and "adaptability
in understanding the way the customers think." She is noted for her experience and support in advising on complex
human rights cases.

Herbert Rubasha - MRB Attorneys
Herbert is one of the founding Partners of MRB. He holds a Bachelor of Laws (LLB)
from the National University of Rwanda, a Master of Laws (LLM) from the University
of Pretoria – South Africa; a Certificate in International Commercial Arbitration from
the London Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (Cert. CIArb.) Herbert has extensively
negotiated businesses involving International Transactions, participated and led the
Rwandan Government delegation in the negotiations relating to the harmonization
of the East Africa Community (EAC) Commercial laws. He has negotiated Joint
Ventures for local and International companies, supply contracts, Labour agreements and many others. Herbert
has also done work on the national, regional and international human rights reporting regimes. He also taught Law
at the National University of Rwanda (NUR) and the Institute of Lay Adventists of Kigali (INILAK). He is a member
of the Rwanda Bar Association, the East African Law Society (EALS) and the Pan African Lawyers Union.
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Antonny Mukulu Nshimye- Rwanda Finance Limited
Antonny is a seasoned lawyer with a vast experience in Finance, Dispute resolution,
Business transactions, Investment, Trade Policy & Trade Law, Procurement,
Corporate governance, Construction and Energy. He is currently the Chief Legal
Officer/ Company Secretary of Rwanda Finance Ltd and responsible for legal
advisory, regulation and compliance. Prior to joining Rwanda Finance Ltd, Antonny
worked at the Ministry of Justice/ Attorney General’s office from 2008 – 2019 where
he rose to the position of Senior State Attorney. He has served as a Board Member
of the Kigali International Arbitration Center and was the Chief Legal Expert on the
Rwandan team which successfully negotiated the African Continental Free Trade
Area Agreement. Antonny holds a Master of Science (MSc) in International Trade Policy and Trade Law from Lundi
University, Sweden and a Master of Laws (LLM) in Business, Corporate and Maritime Law from Erasmus University
in the Netherlands. He also holds a Bachelor of Laws (LLB) from Uganda Christian University as well as a Diploma
in Legal Practice from the Institute of Legal Practice and Development, Rwanda. Antonny is a practicing Advocate
and a member of the Rwandan Bar Association and East African Law Society.
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