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About A4ID 
 

Advocates for International  Development (A4ID) is a global charity that 

believes the law can, and should, be  used  more  effectively to eradicate  

global  poverty. A4ID is therefore at the heart of collaboration between 

the legal and development sectors. 

With access to over 50,000 lawyers and almost 700 development 

organisations, we have facilitated projects with far reaching impact in 

more than 120 countries across the world. We work to ensure that 

lawyers and non-government organisations have the skills and 

knowledge to use the law as an effective development tool through our 

practical training courses, our pro bono broker service and our 

contributions to global policy. 
 

 

The Sustainable  Development Goals  
 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a universal set of 17 

goals, adopted by a UN Resolution on 25 September 2015. Officially 

known as Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, the SDGs are an intergovernment set of aspiration Goals 

with 169 targets. 

The SDGs advance a collaborative approach  to eradicating  global 

poverty, fighting inequality and injustice and  tackling climate change  

by making sustainable  progress. They apply to everyone, everywhere, 

equally with the intention of leaving no one behind. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Why the SDGs Matter to the Global 
Legal Community 

 
The law is critical in realising the SDGs. Robust and effective legal 

systems are key to the SDGs: they uphold the rule of law, safeguard  

human  rights, ensure equality and non-discrimination and promote 

access to justice. Lawyers have a proud tradition of playing a key role in 

addressing serious social challenges, and the SDGs are the global 

framework of engagement for our era. 

The creation  of effective legal systems  in developing  markets  delivers 

commercial  benefits  for multinational  companies  and their 

international law firms. Likewise, the development of effective legal 

systems  is integral  to the  growth  of developing  economies. Through 

A4ID, law firms and companies can greatly assist by building the 

capacity of organisations working towards the SDGs. 

SDG-focused legal advice for fee-paying clients, coupled with targeted 

pro bono work, will increase the scope for innovation, client 

collaboration and employee engagement. 

 

 

 

 

Symposia Series: A Legal Guide to the Sustainable 

Development Goals 

 

In 2018, A4ID’s comprehensive Guide on the Law and the Sustainable 

Development Goals will be published (the ‘A4ID SDG Legal Guide 

Series’). The A4ID SDG Legal Guide Series spans 17 parts, each one 

dedicated to a distinct Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) and its 

relationship to the law. 

To mark this special occasion, A4ID will be holding a number of events 

through the year. These will launch the publications to a wide audience 

and combine it with an innovative Symposia Series consisting of training 

and pro bono activities advancing the aims of the SDGs.   

The publication of the A4ID SDG Legal Guide Series will educate both 

the legal community and organisations working at the forefront of 

international development on the SDG Agenda to eradicate poverty by 

2030. It highlights the relationship between each SDG and the law, 

providing a useful reference. 

The events showcase a topical speaker series, with experts in the field 

reinforcing the content of each publication. Furthermore, the launch 

provides a unique opportunity for Legal Partners and Development 

Partners to meet and work together conceiving new pro bono projects 

focused directly on advancing the 17 SDGs and its 169 targets. 

We are looking to partner with law firms that share the vision of 

promoting the role of lawyers implementing the SDGs, by providing 

hosting space, or sponsoring an event, or the series.  

 

 

Objectives of the Series 
 

• Raise the profile of the Guide and the SDGs to a wide 

audience of stakeholders including lawyers, NGOs, 

academics and policymakers. 
 

• Generate insights and expert discussion directly related 

to law and the role of lawyers to achieve the SDGs. 

• Devise relevant and innovative pro bono projects in 

collaboration with law firms and NGOs, and facilitate new 

relationships. 

 

 



Goals 
Series Themes and Dates 

 
For the purposes of the launch and the accompanying symposia series, 

the 17 SDGs have been conceptualised by A4ID to fall within six 

thematic areas: Poverty, People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Justice, 

and Partnerships (otherwise known as “the 6P’s”). The SDGs are 

categorised singly or as clusters of Goals accordingly (law firms who 

worked on the relevant Parts are indicated after the title in brackets): 

 

 

P1 “POVERTY” –  MARCH 

SDG1 No Poverty (Shearman & Sterling) 

 

 

P2 “PEOPLE” –  APRIL  

SDG2 Zero Hunger (Ashurst); SDG3 Good Health & 

Wellbeing (Kirkland & Ellis); SDG4 Quality Eduation (Allen & 

Overy); SDG5 Gender Equality (Baker & McKenzie); SDG6 

Clean Water & Sanitation (Baker & McKenzie) 

 

 

P3 “PLANET” –  MAY 

SDG7 Affordable & Clean Energy (Orrick); SDG12 

Responsible Consumption & Production (White & Case); 

SDG13 Climate Action (Allen & Overy); SDG14 Life Below 

Water (White & Case); SDG15 Life on Land (DLA Piper)  

 

 

P4 “PROSPERITY” –  JUNE 

SDG8 Decent Work & Economic Growth (Shearman & 

Sterling; Kanakonga & Partners); SDG9 Industry, 

Innovation& Infrastructure (White & Case); SDG10 Reduced 

Inequalities (Kirkland & Ellis); SDG 11 Sustainable Cities & 

Communities (Shearman & Sterling) 

 

 

P5 “PEACE & JUSTICE” –  JULY 

SDG16 Peace, Justice & Strong Institutions (DLA Piper) 

 

 

P6 “PARTNERSHIPS” –  SEPTEMBER 

SDG17 Partnerships for the Goals (Clifford Chance) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Series Activities  

 
On each thematic area, A4ID delivers two events:  

A public launch of the SDG series.  A4ID will convene a speaker event 

for a discussion on critical issues concerning a topic within the thematic 

area (e.g. a target of one of the relevant SDGs). This will include a short 

discussion from each of the Legal Partners (LPs) responsible for their 

respective part(s) of the Guide. We intend to host a diverse range of 

speakers, including NGOs, government and corporate stakeholders. A 

short public thought-piece will be produced to reflect the discussions.  

A private invite-only workshop/clinic. This event will be held at least a 

week after the launch, the goal of which is to conceive and design new 

pro bono projects within the remit of the theme. Participants will 

include selected LPs, expert NGOs, and other stakeholders.  

 
Series Location and Schedule 

 
The first five public events plan to be held in London, but recorded for 

a global audience. There is the opportunity to host events elsewhere, 

subject to law firm support. To provide the opportunity for our Legal 

Partners with a significant US presence to contribute to the series, the 

final event – “Partnerships” – will be held in New York and London, as 

a side event to the UN General Assembly meeting from 18-30 

September. This event will attract high-level government and 

policymaker involvement, providing a fitting conclusion to the series 

with this endorsement of its aims from the movers and shakers. 

 
Support Required  

 
To ensure the success of the event series, we are looking to partner 

with law firms who are committed to realizing the SDGs. Support can 

be provided in a number of ways: 

• In the minimum, each event requires a venue and refreshments. 

We are looking for firms to host  event space and catering for a 

public event and a small private roundtable. 

• We are inviting firms to sponsor an event to allow us to provide 

free admittance for attenders. Sponsorship is £1,000 and will be 

acknowledged in all publications. 

• Our final event, to be held in New York and London, will require 

extra support, as we will be widely promoting the event, and will 

incur costs for keynote speakers. The cost has been budgeted at        

US$ 10,000.  We are inviting firms to sponsor this event, with due 

acknowledgement in all publications. 

• Alternatively, we are inviting firms to sponsor the series in full as 

the title sponsor. Full sponsorship will be £12,000 with 

acknowledgement in all publications.  

In the event that multiple firms bid to support an event, preference will 

be given to firms who authored sections of the Guide relevant to the 

event. 

 



 

  
If you would like more information  

or would like to support this series,  

please contact: 

 

Yasmin.Batliwala@a4id.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, contact us: 

+44 (0) 20 7250 8363 •  info@a4id.org  •  www.a4id.org 

The Foundry, 17 Oval Way, London, United Kingdom SE11 5RR  

Registered charity number  1118565 

Registered company number  5907641 
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