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Law and Development:
In Focus

The UN established the eight Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) in 2000. As 
the 2015 deadline for reaching the goals 
approaches, A4ID reflects on what has 
been achieved and what the next set of 
goals should be. 

The MDGs are at the heart of everything A4ID 
does. All of our development partners are 
working towards meeting at least one of the 
MDGs. Between September 2012 and 2013 
we brokered over £3.5 million worth of free 
legal advice: money which can now be spent 
on meeting the MDGs. 

This will be an important year for the MDGs. 
According to the UN’s original target, the 
goals should be met by 2015. There has 
already been much discussion last year 
with respect to what happens to the goals 
post 2015. The debate will also continue 
throughout this year. Although great 
progress has been made, we believe that 
the MDGs are still relevant. As a result of 
the survey we conducted last year on this 
theme, A4ID will continue to make a case for 
the successor framework to include ‘the rule 
of law’. 

This issue of ‘Law and Development: In Focus’ 
will explore how through A4ID our partners 
have contributed towards achieving the 

MDGs. For instance last year our legal partners 
provided pro bono advice to over 20 projects 
relating to environmental sustainability, 
which is MDG number 7. In this issue we 
interview Lewis Gordon, who founded 
Environmental Defender Law Center in the 
US. Lewis reminds us that there’s a direct link 
between poverty and the environment, as 
poor people often lack the political power 
which is required to speak out about damage 
to their local environment. 

There is also a direct relationship between 
gender and poverty. The majority of people 
living in poverty are female. This is due to a 
combination of factors, including the fact 
that women and girls often lack access to 
education and decision making. Violence 
against women also plays a role. These factors 
are all encompassed in MDG 3. Indeed, 
there is considerable merit in including 
the prevention of violence against women 
within any future framework. Lucy Heaven 
Taylor sheds light on the controversial 
topic of sexual exploitation at the hands 
of humanitarian staff. Lucy is a member of 
the UN and NGO task force to prevent such 
abuse from happening. 

The focus for A4ID in the next three years 
will be the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) which will set out 

the globally agreed targets for international 
development from 2015 onwards. Each of 
the  SDGs will focus on distinct areas, but 
most if not all will require investment in legal 
infrastructure and institutions. A4ID will  raise 
the critical role of the rule of law and legal 
institutions into each development target. 

And finally, this year is important for the 
legal profession generally, as it’s the 800th 
anniversary of the signing of the Magna 
Carta. The Magna Carta promised fair laws 
and that nobody would be punished 
without going through the proper legal 
channels. The Magna Carta has influenced 
the legal system in all modern democracies. 
Over the coming year there will be a series 
of events to mark the 800th anniversary. The 
anniversary presents a valuable opportunity 
for discussions around law and human rights 
and a recognition of something unique and 
wonderful!

Yasmin Batliwala 
Chief Executive 
yasmin.batliwala@a4id.org

Countries which have benefitted from our pro bono legal service
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Today, 1.2 billion people across the globe are living below the poverty line. This means that they are surviving on less than $1.25 a 
day. The United Nations has put the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger at the forefront of its agenda by including it in their 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and specifically in MDG 1: Eradication of Extreme Poverty and Hunger. From the perspective of basic 
human rights, people subject to extreme poverty and hunger are more vulnerable to gender inequality, ill health, poor education and an 
unsustainable environment. Therefore, overcoming extreme poverty and hunger is essential to development as it gives people the means 
to a reasonable quality of life. 

In 2013, A4ID brokered over 200 projects, all working towards the MDGs. All of these projects aim to eradicate extreme poverty - reflecting 
A4ID’s core values. However, the task of eradicating extreme poverty and hunger on a global scale can seem overwhelming. We support 
development organisations of various sizes, including grassroots organisations. Through providing free legal advice to small organisations, 
we can directly help to lift more people out of poverty.

Ending extreme poverty through employment

Women and poverty

Across the globe women are more likely 
to live in extreme poverty than men. This 
is due to women having less access to 
resources, such as vocational training and 
employment. SOKO Kenya is one of A4ID’s 
development partners. They are working 
to achieve MDG Target 1B – to achieve full 
and productive employment and decent 
work for all. The organisation’s projects 
offer women the opportunity for fair 
employment.

Supporting Kenyan women

SOKO Kenya (SOKO) is a clothing 
production workshop, based near Voi 
in the Taita Taveta County in Kenya. The 
organisation works with local cooperatives 
and crafts people. This creates sustainable, 
fair employment and provides training and 
skills to many of Kenya’s poorest people. It 
operates on two guiding principles which 

include the production of quality garments 
and the improvement of the quality of life 
for the local population. Thereby, local 
women who received SOKO’s tailoring 
training are able to build on their careers 
in the fashion industry. They also offer the 
women employment opportunities and a 
fair wage.

Free legal advice

In early 2013, SOKO completed the building 
of its factory in Kenya. The intention of the 
project was to allow the organisation to 

increase the scale of its impact in the local 
community. The factory was built on land 
owned by another party. SOKO needed 
legal assistance to negotiate and formalise 
an agreement to ensure that they retained 
ownership of the factory and land. 

A4ID introduced SOKO to our legal partner, 
the Kenyan law firm B.M. Mutie & Co. 
Advocates. The lawyers from B.M. Mutie & 
Co. Advocates provided SOKO with free 
legal advice and assistance. They helped 
SOKO draft a tenancy agreement and 
ensured that they were noted on the head 
lease as a sub-tenant. This legal assistance 
helped to ensure SOKO’s security of tenure. 
The assistance has helped secure the 
future of the project, by allowing SOKO to 
expand their valuable work within the local 
community. 

By using A4ID’s services, SOKO was also 
able to save money on costly legal advice 
and instead direct their funds towards 
benefiting even more Kenyan women. The 
lawyers at B.M. Mutie & Co. Advocates have 
provided an invaluable service by helping to 
ensure the future of the organisation. SOKO 
can continue to offer fair employment – a 
clear and demonstrable step towards the 
eradication of poverty for that community.

Emily Hazel
Charlotte Dollard

“A4ID provided us with an invaluable connection with B.M. Mutie & Co. 
Advocates. Enabling us to have access to the legal advice we so urgently 
needed. We now have a solid, legally binding document that secures our 
investment and allows us to continue our work and increase our impact 
in the local community. We are very grateful for the role A4ID provides to 
organisations such as us.”

Joanna Maiden, SOKO Kenya

Woman in SOKO workshop. Photo: Meghan Walker
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Credit: Women carrying bananas in Cameroon. Photo: Brent Stirton, courtesy of EDLC
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Lewis Gordon,. Photo: EDLC

Noa Tu

Lewis Gordon founded the Environmental 
Defender Law Center in the USA in 
2003. Prior to that, he was a member of 
the steering committee that managed 
litigation on behalf of thousands of 
plaintiffs harmed by the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill, one of the worst environmental 
disasters in history.

What is the story behind 
Environmental Defender Law Center 
(EDLC)?

I graduated from Harvard College in 1975, 
and went to law school to try to serve 
others. After twenty years in Alaska working 
as a law clerk for a federal judge, as a public 
defender and as the managing partner 
of a firm that specialised in plaintiffs’ tort 
litigation, I learned of a project run jointly 
by Amnesty International and the Sierra 
Club to protect environmental activists. 
It gave me the idea of starting an NGO 
to recruit large law firms to provide pro 
bono help to environmental activists in 
developing countries.

How does EDLC help its clients?

When individual environmental 
defenders face violations of their civil 
and political rights, EDLC helps defend 
them from unfounded criminal charges 
and civil lawsuits. When communities 
are threatened by unwanted resource 
development projects, EDLC helps 
them try to stop those projects; and if 
communities are willing to accept projects 
under the right terms, EDLC will help 
them negotiate agreements. And when 
communities are harmed by resource 
development projects, the EDLC will help 
their members obtain redress for that 
harm from companies and governments. 

Who are these so-called 
‘environmental defenders’? 

Many environmental defenders are 
individuals who suffer severe violations 
of their fundamental human rights as the 
price for their advocacy for the environment 
and for their affected communities. What 
they all have in common is a belief that 
while people cannot survive without 
a healthy environment, neither can a 

healthy environment exist without the 
actions of committed citizens willing to 
fight to defend it. 

What challenges do you face at EDLC?

The people we help are usually from 
disadvantaged groups who face social, 
environmental, and economic injustice. 
Many countries have slow or corrupt legal 
systems. Working remotely is a challenge, 
but we have found many ways in which 
lawyers in developing countries can be 
extremely helpful to clients overseas. The 
cases sometimes require travel to different 
countries and present language obstacles, 
but we have local partners in every case 
and an extensive network of resources 
that make the work easier. 

Some people might find it difficult 
to understand why A4ID, an anti-
poverty charity, is providing support 
to the EDLC, that focuses on the 
environment. How are poverty and 
environmental issues connected?

People living in poverty often suffer the 
most from harm to the environment, both 
because they depend on the environment 
for their survival, and because they lack the 
political power to prevent environmentally 
harmful and unhealthy projects from 
being located at their doorstep. 

I often say that protecting human rights 
and protecting the environment are 

two sides of the same coin: you can’t 
have human rights without a healthy 
environment that sustains life, and you 
can’t protect the environment without 
people exercising their human rights 
of freedom of expression, information, 
association, and access to judicial remedies. 
It is no coincidence that governments that 
have the worst environmental records are 
typically among the biggest violators of 
human rights, and vice versa. 

 
 

Do you think that poverty will ever be 
addressed without the environment 
being sufficiently protected?

Short term solutions too often trade 
environmental protection for promises 
of jobs that will alleviate poverty.  But as 
the concept of ‘sustainable development’ 
has come to be accepted, it has likewise 
become obvious that people cannot 
be lifted out of poverty by projects 
and livelihoods that destroy their 
environment. We find it especially telling 
that the indigenous and rural people 
with whom we work, most of whom are 
poor by material standards, are far more 
determined than people in developed 
countries to oppose projects that offer 
jobs but also threaten their environment.

To elaborate on this point, do you 
think that protecting the environment 
is an intrinsic part of realising people’s 
human rights?

Absolutely. Without a healthy 
environment, the right to life is threatened. 
The right to life is the most fundamental of 
all human rights, and without it, no other 

“... protecting human 
rights and protecting the 
environment are two sides 
of the same coin ...”

Lewis Gordon speaks 
about human rights and 
the environment

Interview

“Many environmental 
defenders are individuals 
who suffer severe violations 
of their fundamental 
human rights as the price 
for their advocacy for the 
environment and for their 
affected communities. ”

“People living in poverty 
often suffer the most from 
harm to the environment.”

“... people cannot be lifted 
out of poverty by projects 
and livelihoods that destroy 
their environment.”

Lewis Gordon Photo: EDLC 
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human rights can be realised. There are 
numerous court cases around the world 
that have recognised this very point and 
have relied on it in stopping projects and 
practices that harm the environment and 
threaten local communities. 

So, how does protecting the 
environment translate to other rights 
such as those of indigenous people?

Indigenous people have additional legal 
protection, sometimes described as 
‘special protection’, which stems from 
their uniquely close relationship to and 
dependence on their environment. Courts 
and human rights bodies have repeatedly 
ruled that indigenous people have the 
right to participate in decision-making on 
matters that affect their lands and their way 
of life, and that threats to the environment 
threaten indigenous people’s rights to 
property, health, and culture. The concept 
of ‘free, prior, and informed consent’ 
embodies the right of indigenous people 
to reject resource development projects 
that threaten these human rights.

Have you observed any common legal 
obstacles in the countries where you 
work?

In the courts of developing countries, the 
first problem is access to justice, due to 
the lack of lawyers to bring cases on behalf 
of poor and marginalised communities. 

When there is access to the courtroom, the 
problem is less with the laws themselves 
than in the application of those laws. For 
example, we are sometimes told by local 
partners and their lawyers that it would be 
a waste of time to attempt to hold certain 
large companies legally responsible in the 
courts, as there is no chance that a judge 
would rule against them.

How does A4ID fit into the solution?

A4ID helps us find pro bono lawyers to work 
on behalf of environmental defenders in 
developing countries. While we were already 
working with a number of U.S.-based law 
firms, partnering with A4ID has provided us 
with additional links to firms with offices in 
Europe and other countries, and to English 
barristers, all of whom have worked on a 
number of projects for EDLC. One of our 
cases involves a large palm oil plantation 
in Cameroon proposed by a U.S. company 
that entered into a one-sided contract 
with the Cameroonian government, and 
without the full participation of the roughly 
10,000 affected villagers. Three barristers 
prepared a “friend of the court” brief on 
the international human rights violations 
threatened by the project for use in a case 
in Cameroon that resulted in an injunction 
against the company. A major international 
law firm has worked on behalf of affected 
communities on a wide range of issues in 
this case as well.

What have you achieved through our 
support?

Lawyers enlisted through A4ID have 
worked on over half a dozen EDLC projects. 
In one case, unfounded criminal charges 
against opponents of an unpopular 
resource development project in Peru were 
dismissed. In the case from Cameroon, the 
government just announced that the area 

leased to the company will be dramatically 
reduced in size. Another project seeks 
increased recognition of the land rights of 
indigenous peoples in Malaysia.

Besides all the professionals working 
to advocate human rights and the 
environment, how could the general 
public focus on the links between 
business, human rights and the 
environment?

I think we would all agree that each of us has 
a responsibility to protect the environment. 
In fact, the Constitutions of many countries 
impose an affirmative duty on their citizens 
to do just that. We make choices every day 
with each purchase of goods or services. 
In our interconnected, globalised world, 
virtually every one of those choices has 
concrete and often harmful impacts on the 
environment, livelihoods, and human rights 
of people far away and out of sight. People 
in the developed world live privileged lives, 
and with that privilege comes a duty to 
make choices with knowledge, with a sense 
of responsibility, and with restraint. 

“... the first problem is access 
to justice, due to the lack 
of lawyers to bring cases 
on behalf of poor and 
marginalised communities.”

“Referring to efforts of the 
legal team enlisted by A4ID 
to work on behalf of 70,000 
Manasir people displaced 
by a huge dam along the 
Nile in Sudan, the Manasir’s 
spokesman wrote - thank you 
so much for standing beside 
our community at the time of 
need.” 

Cameroon rainforest. Photo: Brent Stirton courtesy of EDLC  
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Millions of children around the world lack the funds and means to attend school. According to the UN, more than 123 million young 
people are still unable to read or write. Over the course of 2013, A4ID has assisted organisations working to achieve universal primary 

education (Millennium Development Goal 2). Many hurdles have been overcome thanks to our pro bono legal services. We have helped our 
partners working on education projects, including World Literacy Foundation (WLF), Oxfam International, and Amazing Children Uganda. As 
a result, our development partners have helped more children to receive a primary education. 

Education to overcome poverty

Improving access to education

While the United Nations Declaration of 
Human Rights states that education is a 
basic human right for everyone, this is not 
yet reality. There is still a lot of work needed 
to ensure that all children have access to 
education. According to World Literacy 
Foundation (WLF), around $16 billion is 
needed annually to improve education 
in the world’s poorest countries. While 
providing universal primary education is a 
challenge, it is an essential tool for tackling 
poverty, improving health, and achieving 
gender equality. 

World Literacy Foundation (WLF)

VWLF is an Australian not-for-profit 
organisation. They run education 
programmes worldwide in countries, such as 
Colombia, Pakistan, Mozambique, India, and 
Uganda. WLF believes that higher 
levels of literacy enable people to 
overcome poverty, disease and fulfil 
their potential. 

WLF promotes global literacy standards 
by bringing together local communities, 
government and organisations. They believe 
in the importance of tailoring education to 
suit the local environment and culture. WLF 
provides schools with necessary resources 
such as books. They also provide training 
and financial support to educators, parents, 
and community leaders.

Saving on legal fees and reaching more 
children

Since WLF was established in 2003, the 
programmes have operated from their 
Australia office. As a growing organisation 
aiming to have a global impact, they decided 
to establish a second entity in the UK. 

WLF came to A4ID requesting legal advice. 
They needed technical assistance regarding 
how to become a UK charity and register 
with the Charity Commission. Through the 
assistance of A4ID’s legal partner, Dechert, 
the organisation was able to successfully 
register as a UK charity and establish their 
new entity. The legal advice has enabled the 
organisation to broaden its programmes for 
a larger impact on literacy and education. 

Andrew Kay, WLF’s CEO, stated that without 
this legal advice, “the World Literacy 
Foundation would not have been able to 
grow to this scale.” 

WLF estimates that they will raise 
approximately $50,000 in the first twelve 
months in the UK. Through these funds, 
WLF will be able to support a further 2,300 
children and young people who are either 
illiterate or have extremely low levels of 
reading and writing skills. Lastly, these funds 
will help to purchase specialised ‘learn to 
read’ books and educational supplies that 
are essential to learning. 

Emily Hazel

“A4ID were able to introduce us to a legal firm in the UK who provided 
pro bono legal services to help us secure our charity status. These legal 
services allow us to spend more of the donors donations of the delivery 
of programmes rather than administration expenses. We are deeply 
appreciative for the support of A4ID.“

Andrew Kay, CEO of WLF

Child reading. Photo: WLF

     

Child reading. Photo: WLF

Boy learning to read in Colombia. Photo: WLF



www.a4id.org | Advocates for International Development - Lawyers Eradicating Poverty7

 Spring 2014  |  Issue 6A4ID Law and Development: In Focus

Lucy Heaven Taylor is a humanitarian and 
development consultant who has previously 
worked for Oxfam GB and Save the Children 
UK. She is currently involved with the Task 
Team on NGO Recruitment, under the United 
Nations Inter-Agency Standing Committee 
(UN IASC) Task Force on Protection from 
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse. This is 
a group of UN agencies and NGOs who 
work on issues in humanitarian response, 
including preventing the re-recruitment of 
agency staff that commit sexual exploitation 
and abuse. In 2013, the UN IASC requested 
pro bono legal assistance from A4ID to 
research relevant employment law relating 
to the recruitment of agency employees in 
various jurisdictions. Four lawyers from our 
legal partners are currently working on this, 
which will contribute to the production of 
agency recruitment guidelines.

What is the importance of tackling 
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (SEA) 
committed by agency staff?

It basically comes down to the principle that 
we should, as aid agencies, ‘do no harm’. Our 
work is to assist people when they are in a 
very vulnerable position. If our own staff 
are abusing and exploiting people then 
obviously we’re negating what it is that we’re 
trying to achieve. Unfortunately, because 
of the circumstances we work in, sexual 
exploitation and abuse can be endemic in 
those situations. So we need to make sure 
that our staff aren’t exploiting people as part 
of the work that we do. 

What are the challenges with this issue?

Finding out that it’s happening is the hard 
thing. What we see in the news every now 
and then, of serious perpetrators trying to 
work with aid agencies – those cases are 
thankfully extremely rare. What we usually 
find is the general endemic level of sexual 
exploitation. In the delivery of aid, that 
would be things like our staff asking for sex 
in return for goods that people have the right 
to receive. That can be very hard to pick up. 
Particularly, if people in those communities 
accept that as an unfortunate part of life. We 
need to say to them that - that’s actually not 

something that we accept from our own 
staff. It is your right to receive aid and you 
don’t have to give anything in return. It’s 
getting that message across.

Is there a gap between the existing laws 
on sexual exploitation and abuse and 
what happens on the ground? 

The international community has identified 
this issue as a big problem. When staff 
are exploiting people or are suspected of 
misconduct, organisations are not properly 
going through their misconduct procedures 
of dismissing them. They are not able to say in 
a reference note - this person was dismissed 
for misconduct. Instead these people just 
move on from agency to agency. They slip 
through the net. One of the big reasons for 
this is that legislation is getting a lot stricter 
on what you can say in a reference. So 
agencies are afraid of litigation. What we’re 
trying to do as part of this project is to look 
at what the legislation actually is in various 
countries, to encourage people not to use 
the law as an excuse. 

How has A4ID assisted the current 
project?

As you’re aware, the Inter-Agency Standing 
Committee have a number of Task Forces 
and Task Teams. Our Task Team is quite a 
small group – we’re from Concern, World 
Vision, Church of Sweden and People in 
Aid. We look specifically at this issue of staff 
recruitment, particularly the legal gaps and 
issues that I’ve already discussed. At the 
time, Jonathan Potter, the CEO of People 
in Aid told us “I also sit on the board of an 
organisation called A4ID that does pro bono 
legal research” and of course our first reaction 
was, well, we couldn’t believe it!  That was 

exactly what we needed and completely 
and utterly met our need. So we contacted 
A4ID and gave you the brief. And as a result 
of that, we have four law firms conducting 
research for us – which is fantastic. 

What changes will this project bring? 

These will be a companion to the good 
practice guidelines, a document that says 
- in these four jurisdictions, this is what the 
law is relating to recruitment. It will basically 
get people thinking about what they can 
do within the parameters of the law to try 
and solve this problem. We will disseminate 
the guidelines widely. Hopefully, people 
will actually see it as a useful resource as to 
how to tackle this issue, to move on from 
immediately sticking their head in the sand 
when it comes to sexual exploitation. At the 
very least, it will get people to start thinking 
a little bit more about how to solve this issue.

Once these mechanisms have been 
implemented, what will be the next 
challenge?

Once you’ve got the policies it’s [the question 
of ] rolling them out to every last little tiny 
office in the middle of nowhere. International 
assistance is a huge operation. For example, 
Oxfam work in 30 or 40 countries. When you 
count up the number of offices, the number 
of staff, to roll out something like this is a 
huge job. I think that’s definitely the next 
challenge. 

Lucy Heaven Taylor
talks about protection from
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse

Interview

“Jonathan Potter, the CEO 
of People in Aid told us - I 
also sit on the board of an 
organisation called A4ID, that 
does pro bono legal research - 
and of course our first reaction 
was, well, we couldn’t believe 
it – that was exactly what we 
needed.”

“When staff are exploiting 
people or are suspected of 
misconduct … these people 
just move on from agency to 
agency. They somehow slip 
through the net.”

Zoë Northridge
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Almost 70 million people around the world have been infected with Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) since the start of the epidemic. 
As a result, 35 million people have died of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). The contraction of this virus progressively 

deteriorates a person’s immune system, so that death is often caused by infections or cancer. To date, 69% of people living with HIV/AIDS live 
in Sub-Saharan Africa, including 88% of the world’s HIV-positive children. Worldwide efforts to realise the Millennium Development Goals 
have decreased the number of HIV infections. In fact, by 2015 the number of people receiving anti-viral HIV drugs (1.9 million) will be greater 
than the number of new infections (1.7 million). NGOs around the world are providing various HIV/AIDS initiatives to stem both the virus 
itself and address the wider social implications. These include disruption of education, termination of employment, and stigma within the 
community.

Over the course of 2013, A4ID has played a part in the fight against HIV/AIDS. We have brokered projects for various development organisations 
providing HIV/AIDS initiatives. Some of these include AMREF UK, CAFOD, Health Poverty Action, Médecins sans Frontières (MSF), TEACH 
Africa and World Vision UK. Collectively, their work includes: HIV testing services; anti-retroviral treatment; prevention of mother-to-child 
transmission; counselling; health education; and community sensitisation. These development organisations have been able to operate 
legally and effectively, in part, due to the expert pro bono legal advice brokered by A4ID. 

Fighting the HIV/AIDS epidemic

Improving healthcare through mobile 
phones

African Medical and Research Foundation 
UK, also known as AMREF UK, is one of 
our development partners that provides 
HIV/AIDS services.  These services include 
training Community Health Workers 
(CHWs). CHWs play a vital role in parts of 
Africa, such as Kenya, where hospitals are 
often understaffed and difficult to reach, 
particularly for rural communities. Samara 
Hammond, CEO of AMREF UK writes,

“It’s estimated that nearly 200,000 more 
CHWs are needed in Kenya alone to 
respond to current health needs. To add 
to the problem, the CHWs that do exist are 
usually unpaid, severely underequipped, 
undertrained and get little or no on-going 
support.”  

However, 97% of Kenyan CHWs do have 
access to basic mobile phones. AMREF UK 
is making use of this fact, by partnering 
with three other organisations to pilot a 
$900,000, ten month innovative mobile-
learning programme for community 
health workers. This programme, due to 
start in early 2014, is known as the Health 
Enablement & Learning Platform (HELP). 
This will provide increased training and 
education, in alignment with the Ministry of 
Health CHW Curriculum. However, in order 
for this pilot to proceed, AMREF UK required 
legal advice regarding the project contract.

Better health services in the community

AMREF UK currently works in 19 countries 
around the world, running HIV/AIDS 
initiatives in Ethiopia, Kenya, South Africa, 
Tanzania, and Uganda. The pilot HELP 
programme will add to AMREF UK’s ongoing 
work in Kenya. This includes reducing 

mother-to-child transmissions of HIV by 
improving the treatment available for HIV-
positive mothers and new-borns. In Kenya, 
60% of patients in public hospitals are living 
with HIV/AIDS. AMREF UK’s support is vital 
to local communities. 

In Kibera, a Nairobi slum, the organisation 
has established a community health centre. 
This offers free testing services, treatment, 
literacy training, and group therapy to 
people living with HIV/AIDS. There are 
23 CHWs who visit the slum community 
and encourage people to get tested for 
HIV. They also provide anti-retroviral (ART) 
drugs to HIV positive patients and help to 
reduce discrimination and stigma through 
educating the community. These initiatives 
have greatly increased the uptake of testing 
and ART enrolment in Kibera. The pilot HELP 
programme plans to build on this success, 
increasing the reach and impact of AMREF 
UK.

Money saved on legal fees - invested in 
HIV/AIDS programmes

Since 2009, A4ID have brokered a range of 
projects for AMREF UK. This has included 
pro bono advice from Simmons & Simmons, 
Baker & McKenzie, Reed Smith and Slaughter 
and May – to name a few. In March 2013, 
AMREF UK sought advice on entering into 
a service contract with other entities. The 
advice enabled them to implement their 
HELP programme in Kenya, where up to 1.7 
million people are living with HIV/AIDS. 

A4ID brokered and allocated this particular 
project to Simmons & Simmons LLP, 
who advised AMREF UK throughout the 
contractual negotiations on a pro bono 
basis. This has saved AMREF UK from paying 
significant legal fees, allowing more of their 
charitable income to be spent on their HIV/
AIDS programmes, and ultimately, on their 
beneficiaries. 

Zoë Northridge
Ruby Wright

“The support provided to us by A4ID was invaluable, we can’t thank or 
recommend enough the services they provide.”

Samara Hammond, CEO of AMREF UK

Photo: AMREF UK                                  s
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Globally, 780 million people have no access to clean water. Many lack basic sanitation. Environmental sustainability (listed as the Millennium 
Development Goal 7) remains a big challenge. This challenge includes the loss of environmental resources, biodiversity loss and other 

materialised impacts to the ecosystem. The environmental vulnerability of water, soil, land, air and climate has been proven to impact the 
poor the most. A4ID’s broker service connects a global network of lawyers and development organisations. Together, they can work  to 
eradicate poverty and achieve environmental sustainability. 

A4ID has allocated more than 20 environment-related projects in 2013 to lawyers, who have provided pro bono legal support to help these 
organisations effectively run programmes. These requests ranged from setting up social enterprises, conducting legal research, lifting legal 
barriers and drafting environmental policies. Over the course of 2013, A4ID has worked closely with many organisations, including Global 
Reporting Initiative, Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace, Global Witness, Fairfood International, Amazon Watch and The Nature Conservancy.

Exploitation and environmental damage 
in the seafood industry

Labour conditions and ecosystems

Loss of natural resources and lack of access to 
drinking water and clean sanitation remain 
problematic, hindering people’s livelihood 
and food security. Fairfood International 
focuses on promoting sustainable food 
sector in countries where disadvantaged 
workers have been exploited. 

Thailand is the world’s leading producer 
and exporter of shrimp. 90% of its shrimp 
production ends up on American, European 
and Japanese plates. However, instead of 
benefiting from such thriving industry, local 
workers have suffered from poor labour 
conditions and local ecosystems have 
also been damaged, including mangrove 
deforestation and contaminations of soil 
and water. 

Improving labour conditions and 
protecting basic human rights

Fairfood International is a global movement 
of people who are passionate about 
facilitating change towards a sustainable 
food and beverage industry. It is registered as 
a non-profit organisation in the Netherlands 
(a Stichting). They seek to ensure that food 
and beverage brand owners understand the 
role they play in addressing sustainability 
concerns, relating to their products. They 
encourage the owners to take responsibility 
for the impact of their global production 
and trade practices. Fairfood International 
currently refers to five specific food sectors 
in specific countries as food issue ‘hotspots’, 
including shrimp in Thailand, pineapples 
in the Philippines, tomatoes in Morocco, 
vanilla in Madagascar and sugarcane in 
Nicaragua. The work in these countries 
aims to not only ensure that the voices of 
vulnerable people in these hotspots are 
heard, but encourage food and beverage 
companies to address the issues associated 
with their products’ supply chains. Fairfood 
International works to improve labour 

conditions and protection of basic human 
rights.

Identifying liabilities in the shrimp 
industry

Our seafood dinners come with a high 
social and environmental cost. Fairfood 
International’s vision to make the shrimp 
industry more sustainable and fair for the 
workers. In recent times, several reports 
have been issued denouncing the labour 
conditions and the welfare of the workers 
who peel, devein, dehead and prepare 
the crustaceans in Thai shrimp processing 
facilities. With a shortage of labour, the Thai 
shrimp processing industry mostly employs 
vulnerable groups such as women, children 
and (undocumented) migrants from Burma. 
These workers are often subjected to 
exploitative practices such as low wages, 
long working days of up to 12 hours and 
even forced labour.

Fairfood Inernational will commission 
a local research team on a freelance 
basis to perform research on these 
activities within the industry. As Fairfood 
International is aware that researchers for 
other organisations and journalists  have 
been sued for alleged loss sustained by 
companies that are exposed through the 
publication of a report about their harmful 
practices. So, advice from Thai lawyers was 
deemed to be necessary ahead of activities 
in order to mitigate the risk of a possible law 
suit for both Fairfood International as well as 
the local research team. 

A4ID introduced DLA Piper lawyers, who 
provided pro bono services, helping 
to identify the risks and liabilities of 
Fairfood International’s research work and 
publications and campaigns. As a result, 
Fairfood International are able to continue 
their valuable work around  improving 
labour conditions, human rights and  
environmental sustainability. 

Noa Tu

“Fairfood International received an elaborate legal advice from DLA 
Piper regarding several civil law related issues that could arise in doing 
their research and campaigning in Thailand. So far, this advice  has 
proven to be a very beneficial resource in planning its research strategy 
in Thailand.”

Chrisje Simon-van Oosterhout, Fairfood International

Thailand shrimp project. Photo : Autan              n
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The UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights
A guide for the legal profession

The UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights were established in June 
2011. The Principles  state  that  all  businesses  -  not  just   states  -  have  a role to 
play in the  realisation of  human rights.  The Principles provide a global standard for 
businesses and guidance on how to make sure they are respecting human rights. 
Hundreds of businesses have already signed up to the Principles, not only for ethical 
reasons, but also to protect them from potential liability and negative public relations. 

Since they came into existence in 2011, A4ID have been involved with providing 
guidance to the legal profession,  regarding how to implement  the  Principles.  We 
worked with legal  professionals  to compile  the  guide:  the  UN  Guiding  Principles 
on Business and Human Rights.  We hope that the guide will contribute to human 
rights being respected by businesses in general, and law firms in particular.

Post-2015 and the rule of law
Findings of A4ID’s consultation with the legal profession

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are central to A4ID’s work. All of our development 
partners are working towards at least one of the MDGs. We have an interest in ensuring that 
the MDGs are met by their 2015 deadline and not forgotten about afterwards (post-2015).

A4ID believe that lawyers’ voices should be heard in the post-2015 debate. We carried out a 
survey, in order to pool the opinions of legal and development professionals. The results 
of the survey are included in: Post-2015 and the Rule of Law. The results of the survey 
identify reducing bribery and corruption as the highest priority, followed by ensuring 
free speech, and accessible, independent, well-resourced justice institutions. The report 
also provides reasons why these organisations believe that the rule of law is necessary 
for development, including responses from Cherie Blair QC (Africa Justice Foundation). 

Pro bono clearinghouse manual
Resources for developing pro bono legal services

A clearinghouse facilitates the provision of pro bono legal advice by acting as a broker 
between people or organisations who need legal assistance and lawyers who are willing 
to help. This manual is part of an ongoing collaboration between The Global Network 
for Public Interest Law (PILnet) and A4ID to develop guidelines for clearinghouses. It 
identifies many of the key challenges faced by clearinghouses and outlines how other 
organisations have navigated around such issues. By providing technical assistance to 
clearinghouses the manual will help increase disadvantaged groups’ access to legal resources.
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A4ID brings together the legal and 
development professions to gain 
maximum impact in achieving 
international development and ending 
poverty. 

We would like to thank Reed Smith LLP 
for their support which includes printing 
this magazine, accommodation, advice 
and being a highly active member of our 
legal partners network. Special thanks to 
Noa Tu for project managing this issue.

 
Contact us
Website: www.a4id.org
Email: info@a4id.org
Telephone: +44 (0)20 3116 2799
Find us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter @a4id

Advocates for International Development, a company 
registered in England and Wales under number 
05907641, is a company without share capital and 
limited by guarantee. Its Registered Office is at The 
Broadgate Tower, 20 Primrose Street, London, EC2A 2RS. 
Advocates for International Development is a charity 
registered with the Charity Commission under registration 
number: 1118565 (in England and Wales).

We believe in the power of the law to bring 
about global changes. That is why we are 
committed to ensuring the law is used as a 
tool in the fight against poverty.

Without the protection of rights, access to 
justice, good governance and the rule of law, 
sustainable international development will 
not be possible. Without the law poverty will 
continue to remain prevalent.

The law and lawyers have a vital role to play 
in making sure the world is fairer and that 
everyone, no matter where they live, has the 

opportunity to build a better life. 

If you share our ideas and support our work, 
then join us as an A4ID member. 

Our members allow us to continue our work to 
provide free legal advice to all those working 
towards the eradication of poverty. They 
support our desire to engage the international 
legal community in creating innovative legal 
solutions that meet long-term development 
needs. 

To join A4ID as a member please visit
www.a4id.org/membership

Show your support
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Upcoming events

A4ID training sessions, Photo: Ruby Wright

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR):
Recent developments and their implications 
for businesses and lawyers

When: Thursday 3rd April, 2014, 6:30-8:30 pm

What: There have been a number of recent 
developments in CSR.  In respect of company 
reporting there is an increased focus on non-
financial issues relating to the environment, 
social issues and human rights. The Companies 
Act 2006 now requires listed companies to 
publish additional information on human 
rights, diversity and green house emissions.  
EU-led negotiations on similar reporting 
requirements are also nearing conclusion.  This 
session will consider how such developments 
are affecting the way companies approach 
CSR. What are crucial concerns for business and 
what do lawyers and law firms, both as service 

providers and as business enterprises, need to 
know about these developments?

Speakers: Ruby Sandhu (RS Collaboration), John 
Aston (Astoneco Management) and Dwayne 
Baraka (Value CSR) 

Where: White & Case, 5 Old Broad Street, 
London, EC2N 1DW

Cost: Free, booking required through A4ID 
website, ‘Upcoming Events’ page.

Anti-Corruption and Anti-Fraud Training for 
NGOs

When: Monday 9th June, 2014, 3 to 5 pm

What: Compliance with anti-corruption and 

anti-fraud rules is an important feature of 
NGO good governance these days. A4ID has 
teamed up with its partner law firm, Kirkland 
& Ellis, to offer free training for international 
development NGOs on this area. The session 
which will provide an overview of the anti-
corruption and fraud laws relevant to NGOs 
with a presence in the UK, and will cover the 
issues of best practice in compliance and 
practical guidance for those conducting 
internal audits and investigations.

Speaker: Satnam Tumani, Former Serious Fraud 
Office lawyer

Where: Kirkland & Ellis LLP, 30 St Mary Axe, 
London, EC3A 8AF

Cost: Free, booking required through A4ID 
website, ‘Upcoming Events’ page.

Previous events


