
A word from our CEO
At the end of last year 
A4ID celebrated its 
fifth birthday. We didn’t 
have time to reflect on 
the milestone then, but 
looking back to what we 
have achieved and looking 
forward to what is coming 
up, it feels as though we 

are at an exciting point in our history.  

The last few months have seen many firsts 
for us. Our report on the Guiding Principles 
on Business and Human Rights represents 
the first time an organisation has attempted 
to understand what it means for law firms - 
as business enterprises - to work within a 
human rights perspective.   

In the Summer of 2011 we launched 
our new online resource centre, the first 
comprehensive hub that brings together 
the latest thinking from the field of law and 
international development.

And in November 2011 we published our 
first publication with PILnet, which provides 
guidance for law societies and others on 
how to set up pro bono clearinghouses in 
their own countries. 

Recently, we welcomed our first legal 
partners from Madagascar, Dubai, Algeria 
and Bangladesh, as well as international 
law firm Baker & McKenzie into our 
network. We also welcome five new Board 
members; Gillian Arthur, Richard Brophy, 
Matthew Gorman, Birgit Neu and Jonathan 
Potter.  Finally, I would also like to welcome 
Chara de Lacey as our new Education 
Programmes Coordinator. 

Next month we are launching a new 
Membership campaign. A4ID Members 
provide us with vital support and we are 
hoping that this year even more people will 
want to show their commitment towards 
ending global poverty by joining them.

We are currently asking existing Members 
for feedback, so if you are a Member please 
do take a moment to complete our survey. 
For everyone else, why not make 2012 the 
year of A4ID and encourage all your friends 
and colleagues to support the fight against 
poverty by becoming an A4ID Member.

Best wishes

Yasmin Batliwala, Chief Executive

In November 2011 A4ID launched its new 
report ‘Law Firms’ Implementation of the 
Guiding Principles on Business and Human 
Rights’ following an A4ID roundtable event 
with Partners and CSR Managers from 
eight of our legal partners in September. 

Chaired by John Sherman, this meeting 
drew out recommendations for how firms 
can ensure they know, and can show, that 
their business practices respect human 
rights. 

Many law firms have already publicly 
supported the Guiding Principles, and 
there has been much discussion around 
how lawyers should advise clients on their 
interpretation. 

What has been missing is a critique of 
how the Principles may affect a law firm’s 
operations and a set of recommendations 
drawn up by lawyers outlining the ways the 
principles should be implemented.

The new report considers law firms’ 
practices with respect to clients, supply 
chains and employees, and seeks to 
answer the question ‘what do we expect of 
the legal profession in these areas?’

The Guiding Principles were unanimously 
endorsed by the UN in 2011 and represent 
the minimum standards of conduct for all 
businesses whatever size and wherever 
they are located.

They were drawn up by Professor John 
Ruggie, who said: “Like all other business 
enterprises, law firms should respect human 
rights in alignment with the UN Guiding 
Principles. This creates both challenges 
and opportunities for firms.”

A4ID is pleased to be working with John 
Sherman, Secretary, General Counsel and 
senior Advisor to Shift on this project. John 
contributed to the new report and will be 
working with us on the next stage of this 
project.

He said, “Under the recently endorsed UN 
Guiding Principles on Business and Human 
Rights... a firm should pay attention to, and 
address, its actual and potential involvement 
in negative human rights impacts.”

Yasmin Batliwala, Chief Executive of A4ID 
said, “A4ID’s meeting and paper represent 
the first in-depth discussion into how 
law firms can meet their responsibility to 
respect human rights, and thus protect 
development, while recognising the unique 
challenges they face.”

To read the full report please visit our 
resource centre at www.a4id.org/resource/
report/guidingprinciples.

The report was also discussed in a recent 
article in the American Lawyer which is 
available online.
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Law firms and the responsibility 
to respect human rights

Skyline in Nairobi’s business district
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During 2011 East Africa was plunged 
into a food crisis, with around 11 million 
people unable to feed themselves. 
Somalia was - and continues to be - the 
most acutely affected, and a famine was 
declared there by the UN for the first 
time since 1984.

Support from A4ID led to the creation 
of a new charity to support  people 
living in Somalia: the newly registered 
Somali Relief and Development Forum, 
a coalition of seven humanitarian 
organisations with the shared objective 
of supporting communities suffering 
from food shortages in the region.

The Forum has launched an appeal 
for Somalia and hopes, by working in 
partnership, to be able to operate more 
efficiently and with reduced costs. 

Many NGOs working in Somalia have 
been hindered in their delivery of aid by 
continuing violence. By forging strong 
links with local NGOs, the Forum aims to 

improve access to these isolated regions 
of the country.

As a result of support from A4ID’s legal 
partners, Bristows and Bates Wells and 
Braithwaite, the Forum has now been 
successfully registered as a charity. 
Bristows provided expertise on joint 
ventures in order to allow the seven 
organisations to draw up a Memorandum 
of Understanding agreeing how they 
would work together, and Bates Wells 
and Braithwaite assisted with the 
application to the Charity Commission. 

Given the severity of the situation in 
Somalia, the law firms and the Charity 
Commission were able to complete this 
process in just three days. This swift 
turnaround allowed the NGO to start 
raising funds and delivering aid within 
Somalia as quickly as possible. 

For more information about the Somali 
Relief and Development Fund visit 
www.srdf.org.uk.
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Focus on: 
Food In October 2011, Rob Bailey, Senior 

Research Fellow at leading think-tank 
Chatham House led a session of our 
Climate Change Knowledge Group, talking 
on climate change, commodities and 
conflict.

Rob led the international climate change 
policy team at the COP15 talks in 
Copenhagen in 2009 and has authored 
several papers on climate change  
adaptation. He was based in West Africa 
during the food crisis in the region in 
2010, and led the policy response there. 
His talk at our Knowledge Group focused 
on the implications of climate change 
on ‘commodities’, such as food, water, 
and land, and how their scarcity could be 
contributing factors to conflict.

Rob’s talk concluded by looking towards 
the United Nations Framework on Climate 
Change talks held in Durban at the end 
of November 2011. This theme was also 
picked up by Dr Stephen Peake at our next 
Climate Change Knowledge Group meeting 
on 8 November. Dr Peake, a Senior Lecturer 
in Environmental Technologies at the 
Open University, provided some cautious 
optimism for the outcomes of the Durban 
conference.

The slides and audio from Dr Peake’s 
presentation “UNFCCC - Durban, Rio 
and beyond”, and Rob Bailey’s talk 
on commodities are both available 
on our new online resource centre at 
www.a4id.org/resources. 

A new guide to the climate change 
negotiations prepared by CMS Cameron 
McKenna is also available online. 

The right to food
In our new legal guide, available via our 
resource centre, Catherine Westcott 
and Nadia Khoury from CMS Cameron 
McKenna, consider the rights and 
obligations surrounding the right to food 
under international law. 

The guide offers a valuable resource 
regarding key sources of the right to food, 
and considers a case study of right to food 
litigation in India.

You can access all our legal guides 
through our  new resource centre at 
www.a4id.org/resources. 

A girl holds her family’s food ration after floods in Pakistan exacerbated food scarcity in the region during the holy 

month of Ramadan.

Climate, commodities 
and conflict 

Somali Relief and Development Forum
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In many communities a lack of access 
to credit can prevent individuals and 
communities from being able to start 
businesses and make a sustainable living. 

Our development partner Oxfam GB 
works with communities in remote, rural 
areas to support small and medium-sized 
enterprises. To tackle the problem of access 
to credit, Oxfam has been entering into 
negotiations with banks and microfinance 
institutions to provide small-scale loans 
to agricultural organisations in countries 
ranging from Nepal to Ethiopia. 

Oxfam has experience in providing grants 
but not loans in local communities and 
required assistance with a set of template 
agreements for use between itself and the 
bank or Microfinance Institution (MFI). 

A4ID found Oxfam a team of lawyers from 
our legal partner Simmons & Simmons. 
The team created a series of simple and 
accessible template agreements: between 
Oxfam and the bank or MFI, between 
the enterprise and the bank or MFI, and 
between Oxfam and the enterprise. 

The lawyers provided by A4ID, together 
with Oxfam’s in-house lawyers, worked 
towards creating guidance notes in plain 
English, rendering them as accessible as 
possible. The A4ID team also helped to 

contextualise the basic templates of legal 
texts for local usage according to the 
appropriate jurisdictions. 

Nepalese farmers are increasingly forced to migrate

In Nepal Oxfam has been putting the new 
loan agreements into practice by working 
with minority ethnic tribes and a local bank, 
Kumari.

The minority groups live in extreme poverty 
in rural Nepal; because of the lack of suitable 
employment, it is increasingly common for 
both men and women to migrate seasonally 
to India for poorly-paid, and sometimes 
exploitative work. 

Kumari bank was interested in expanding 
its operations to rural areas, and opened 
a branch in the area where Oxfam 
operates. The Oxfam-assisted agricultural 
co-operative made up of members of 
local minority tribes is Kumari’s first local 
customer. 

The deal, negotiated with the assistance 
of lawyers from Simmons & Simmons, 
involved Oxfam and Kumari sharing the 
risk of loans provided to the agricultural 
enterprises. Oxfam also has the right to 
become the borrower’s friend in the event 
of a default, mitigating an adverse response 
from the bank.

Instead of tripartite agreements, the lawyers 
also advised Oxfam to use two primary 
agreements: between Oxfam and the bank, 
and between the bank and borrower. The 
agreement between Oxfam and the bank 
takes precedence in the case of a conflict. 

This new arrangement has already allowed 
the local co-operative in Nepal to access 
funding to expand its agricultural business, 
and the templates and supporting 
documents are now being rolled out to 
other Oxfam operations across Asia and 
Africa. 

To find out more about this initiative, go to 
www.a4id.org/case-studies. 

Jubilee Scotland, a part of the international 
Jubilee movement that campaigns ‘to end 
global debt slavery’ launched its campaign, 
‘Defuse the Debt Crisis’ in October 2011. 
The aim is for Scotland to become the 
world’s first arbiter of international debt, 
allowing developing nations a chance to 
make their voices heard. 

In preparation for the campaign A4ID 
provided Jubilee Scotland (JS) with legal 
support from Brodies Solicitors in Edinburgh, 
who aided JS in its understanding of the 
Arbitration (Scotland) Act.

The Act is a vital piece of legislation in 
promoting Scotland as an arbiter of 
international debt as it provides what the 
newly established Scottish Arbitration 
Centre has called “a modern, innovative 
arbitration regime to rival any other”. 

JS said, “Brodies have been invaluable in 
the development of the campaign... and 
their expertise and advice has helped JS to 
improve our understanding of the Arbitration 
(Scotland) Act and the legal aspects of our 

campaign goals and messages.”

Brodies’ research and legal opinions were 
vital in the development of Jubilee Scotland’s 
Defuse the Debt Crisis Technical Briefing 
which is available on our resource centre. 
Work such as this is helping to raise the 
profile of sovereign debt arbitration within 
Scotland and to place it on the national 
political agenda including the lodging of 
parliamentary motion S4M00148. So far 
the motion has been supported by 41 of 
129 MSPs.

On 5 October 2011, ahead of Jubilee 
Debt Campaign’s International Debt Week, 
JS held a people’s debt tribunal in the 
Scottish Parliament, where the case for 
the cancellation of the Philippines’ debt 
to the World Bank was put forward. The 
case ended with the audience, effectively 
in the role of arbitrator, voting in favour of 
cancellation of the Philippines’ sovereign 
debt.

Although not an accurate depiction of an 
actual arbitration process, the tribunal 

demonstrated the merits of debt arbitration 
as a transparent and neutral interaction 
between creditor and debtor. 

Amidst domestic problems the Philippines currently 
owes the World Bank $3bn of ‘unjust debt’.

At present no such option is available to 
debtor countries. 

As Lidy Nacpil, who presented the case for 
the Philippines in the tribunal said, “debt 
cancellation is a call not for charity but for 
justice.”

Helping farmers grow their businesses

Scotland - an arbiter of international debt?
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Opportunity to join the Board of A4ID at the 
Annual General Meeting on 6 March 2012. 
For more information, please contact:
Yasmin Batliwala
DD: +44 (0) 20 3116 2796
yasmin.batliwala@a4id.org

To become a Development Partner or Legal 
Partner please contact:
Elisabeth Baraka 
DD: +44 (0) 20 3116 2797 
elisabeth.baraka@a4id.org

To join one of our training programmes or to 
discuss events please contact:
Chara de Lacey
DD: +44 (0) 20 3116 2603 
chara.delacey@a4id.org

A4ID’s new resource centre and placement 
directory, both online now, offer students, 
academics and practitioners of law and 
development an opportunity to share 
resources, search for jobs and internships, 
and create an online community of 
individuals committed to using the law as a 
tool for international development.

Our resource centre offers a unique 
opportunity for lawyers, students and 
development professionals to research 
law and development issues, and hear 
and watch legal and development experts 
discuss their work.  

Legal guides, prepared by A4ID’s legal 
partners, explain issues for those with 
limited legal knowledge but who are keen 
to understand how the law can be used 
in international development. Videos and 
podcasts of our training events, including 
Knowledge Groups and the Law and 
Development Training Programme, are also 
available in the resource centre as well as 

articles and reports produced by NGOs 
and law firms. 

Our placement directory allows 
development organisations to advertise 
opportunities for lawyers and students. We 
advertise internships and legal placements, 
as well as law and development-related 
paid positions and board roles.

The directory offers a diverse array of roles, 
short and long-term, paid and unpaid, in 
the UK or with NGOs around the world. 
It offers those from legal backgrounds 
unique opportunities to join the fight 
against poverty by working closely with 
organisations pursuing the Millennium 
Development Goals. 

The directory is updated regularly, and we 
are constantly seeking new placement 
opportunities. If your organisation offers legal 
placements, or hopes to do so in the future, 
please contact elisabeth.baraka@a4id.org.

Applications for our 2012 Future Lawyers’ 
Training Programme closed on 5 December 
2011. We were overwhelmed by the 
number and quality of applications we 
received from law students across the UK 
and look forward to welcoming them on our 
Programme in January and March 2012.

This will be the second time we run this 
course and have two intakes in 2012 to 
allow even more people to take part.

The Programme, supported by the UK 
Department for International Development, 
is a free course for law students that 
explores the links between international 
development and law. 

A4ID is delighted to announce seven new 
legal partners: Baker & McKenzie, RBS, 
Cabinet Heriche Mustapha, Al Rowaad 
Advocates & Legal Consultancy, N. I. 
Jacobs & Associates, John W Ffooks & Co, 
and Vertex Chambers. 

These seven new partners take our global 
network to a total of 42 legal partners giving 
us access to 35,000 lawyers in more than 
90 countries.

The international scope of these partners 
- who are based in Dubai, Algeria and 
Bangladesh amongst other countries - 
allows us to offer our development partners 
a hugely diverse range of expertise.

We look forward to working with all our 
legal partners in the continuing fight against 
global poverty and towards the MDGs.

On 30 November 2011 Security 
Management Initiative (SMI) and A4ID 
launched a new report that considers 
the legal obligations international aid 
agencies have in looking after their staff.

The report, ‘Can you get sued? Legal 
liability of international humanitarian 
aid agencies towards their staff,’ is the 
result of an SMI research project that 
looked at current practice in the aid 
sector and, in cooperation with A4ID, 
legal reviews undertaken by law firms.

This report considers the duty of care 
of humanitarian organisations as a 
legal term with corresponding legal 
responsibilities, and seeks to develop 
a common standard and process for 
analysis to be applied by international 
organisations seeking to meet their legal 
obligations in looking after their staff.
 
CEO of A4ID, Yasmin Batliwala said, 
“This is a vitally important report for all 
aid agencies and we are very pleased 
to have been involved. Our primary 
concern now is that it does not gather 
dust on people’s shelves but rather that 
aid agencies will effectively implement its 
recommendations.”

Visit our resource centre  at www.a4id.
org/resouces for an interview with the 
authors. 

New A4ID Resource Centre and Placement Directory

One of our interns explains A4ID’s work to students at a law fair.
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